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Abstract 

This paper aimed to study Political rapprochement between Yemeni 
Islah Party and Houthi movement, the religious and political background 
of each has been addressed separately, the relationship between them 
before and after 2011, addressed the relationship while from conflict to 
cooperation to conflict, Research question was: To what extent has the 
political rapprochement between Yemeni Islah Party and Houthi 
movement affected Yemen's crisis?, The paper concluded with important 
findings and recommendations mentioned at the end of the paper. 
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Introduction: 

Yemen is among the countries that have been experiencing 
political tension for several years, particularly after the Arab Spring 
revolts that ravaged many Arab countries, and civil war that 
erupted in 2015, In this context, some research and press reports 
indicate a political rapprochement between the Yemeni Islah party 
and Houthi movement in Yemen. 

The relationship between Yemeni Islah party and Houthi 
movement in Yemen is a controversial topic and Important for 
understanding Yemen's political and social context, and Political 
Rapprochement is considered between these two political forces is 
a topic that attracts the interest of many academic researchers and 
political analysts, it carries many challenges and impacts on 
Yemen's current political situation. 

This analytical study aims to highlight the importance of 
studying the political rapprochement between Yemeni Islah Party 
and Houthi movementin Yemen, Understanding the factors 
affecting this relationship, Challenges facing and potential effects 
of this convergence on events in Yemen. 


Section one: Religious and Political background 
1- Yemeni Islah party (Muslim Brotherhood) 

The Yemeni Islah part is a Yemeni political party founded in 
1990 and based in the Yemeni capital, Sana ‘a, this party is the main 
branch of the Muslim Brotherhood in Yemen, and this gathering 
differs from most other Arab Islamists, combining tribal elements 
with the influences of the Muslim Brotherhood and the most 
militant Salafist groups in Yemen!. 


' Amr Hamzawy (2009), “Between Government and Opposition: The 
case of the Yemeni Congregation for Reform”, Carnegie Middle East 
Center, No.18, Washington, p 3 
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This party is part of a broad spectrum of Islamic parties and 
movements in the Arab world that participate in official 
political action, a unique case, unlike most Islamic parties and 
movements, Yemeni Islah Party did not enter the political arena as 
part of the opposition, Rather, began his participation in 1990 as an 
ally of General People’s Congress Party, before it turned against it 
and becoming the main opposition party by the end of nineties, 
compared to other Islamic parties and movements operating in the 
Arab world, this party lacks a clear ideology, a programmed policy, 
and an ideologically motivated membership system, this party is 
mostly a traditional party and consists of tribal groups that share a 
loose commitment to the goals of Islamization of the state and 
Yemeni society, and to understand this party requires understanding 
the tribal character of Yemeni society.” 

In religious terms, Yemeni Islah Party considers itself to be an 
Islamic party that adopts the rules of Islamic Sharia in its programs 
and political goals, the party seeks to promote Islamic values and 
their implementation in governance and politics, and in political 
terms, the party lives within the complex Yemeni reality full of 
political and social conflicts, and affected by regional conflicts in 
the region and global power wars, especially in recent years with 
Yemen's civil war and regional ramifications?. 

The Yemeni Islah Party was known for supporting the Yemeni 
revolution that led to the establishment of the republican 


* Ibid, p 26 
See also: 
Laurent Bonnefoy, Marine Poirier(2010) . The Yemeni Congregation 
for Reform (al-Islah): The Difficult Process of Building a Project for 
Change. Catusse Myriam, Karam Karam. Returning to political parties?, 
Lebanese Center for Policy Studies, pp.61-99. 
Ababa) Cru COA je Aa ed Cpall Gb Aull erally Cy gael) «og pune gle alll ase 
62019 6d yrtall ¢ pill y Lea jill g CLs pall 485 9) 5S yo cull yall dag) 5S yo Anta yleallg 
131-119 uave 
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regime in Yemen in 1962, and it supports a democratic governance 
and human rights, and the party completely opposes authoritarian 
rule and tyranny and seeks to achieve a fair distribution of wealth 
and social justice. 

However, like any other political party, views and attitudes 
within the reform party can vary’ according to 
leadership and members, some members may take different and 
objective positions on specific religious and political topics, the 
islah Party aims to realize the aspirations of the Yemeni people for 
justice, prosperity and the development of the country in line with 
Islamic religious principles. 

2- Houthi movement (Ansar Allah group) 

Ansar Allah Group is a political movement with a doctrinal 
dimension that seeks to build a new intellectual system emanating 
from ideological bases like other groups of political Islam, it is 
known as the Houthi movement relative to the actual founder of the 
movement Hussein Badr Al-Din Al-Houthi, the beginning of 
Houthi thought dates back to the early 1980s by the Zaidi scholar’s 
hands of Salah Ahmed Fleeta, who founded the Youth 
Union Association, the stated aim of this movement was to preserve 
the Zaidi doctrines in front of Salafist tide, which began with the 
invasion of Yemen in general and Sa ‘adah in particular at the time, 
where Zaidi accounted for the highest proportion of the population, 
the religious activity of followers of the Zaidi doctrine escalated in 
response to what they called the Wahhabi invasion‘. 

Initially, it was in the form of a cultural forum that offered 
awareness-raising lectures, intellectual activities and religious 
lessons in doctrines, jurisprudence and interpretation, in addition to 
the teaching of rhetoric and the arts of response, in that period, the 


cA Whe) CAS yall Fo guage ediaitgatl Myadgall Lyaysll clelag egg Sill da 4 
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sons of Badr Al-Din Al-Houthi, who were Hussein and 
Mohammed, were interested in introducing a teaching material on 
the Iranian Revolution and its principles within the association, in 
order to admire the Iranian model, Seeking to benefit from this 
model and employing the philosophy of the Iranian Revolution in 
line with Yemeni reality, With the establishment of Yemeni 
unity in 1990, 

The Houthis benefited from the new political climate, which 
allowed for partisan and political pluralism in Yemen, They turned 
their activities into a political project, An organization called "Al- 
Shabaab Al-Mu'man" by Hussein Badr Al-Din Al-Houthi, which 
was based on the remnants of the Youth Union Association, After 
the resignation of Hussein Badr Al-Din Al-Houthi from the Yemeni 
parliament in 1997, Attention is paid to educational activities and 
courses, through lectures and lessons delivered occasionally, At the 
beginning of the third millennium, the political movement's 
objectives began to emerge more clearly, Scope expanded its 
activities in other Yemeni governorates. 

The slogans of the political movement appeared, This movement 
of the Houthis led to a direct clash with Yemeni government 
agencies in that period, These confrontations resulted in the killing 
of Hussein Badr Al-Din Al-Houthi in 2004. 

Religious background of the Houthis is one of the main reasons 
for the formation and development of the movement, Houthis 
believe in Imami Shia and the importance of maintaining the Imami 
Zaidi ratios, and they wish to regain Zaidi political power and 
influence in Yemen, Houthis also believe they are defending Shia 
rights and interests in Yemen in the face of Sunni hegemony’. 


Nd fda Gide) cpa aL yad Cpesleall GU GY)» GAY Activa cose aul? 
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Politically, Houthi movement views itself as a resistance force 
to Yemen's governmentregimes, in particular, the Yemeni 
Government at that time " National Consensus Government formed 
after the 2011 Revolution", which the Houthis see as a Sunni 
Government and serving the interests of foreign Powers, Especially 
Saudi Arabia and the United States, Houthi movement adopts many 
political positions against the Yemeni Government's internal and 
foreign policies, it seeks to control political power in Yemen’. 

Houthi as a fundamentalist religious group is perhaps the semi- 
final version of the so-called Zaidi revivalism that has gone 
through several stages, In the 1980s I was represented by the Youth 
Stream phase founded by Salah Fleeta, Then the 1990s, which 
coincided simultaneously with the Al-Haq Party and Al-Shabaab 


Al-Mu'man Forum®. 


Section two: Conflict between Yemeni Islah Party and the 
Houthi movement before and after the 2011 revolution 


The Relationship between the Islah Party and the Houthi 
movement represented a conflict relationship through the party's 
support for the State wars against the movement from the first war 
in 2001 to before the 2011 youth revolution, the revolution, known 
as the 11 February revolution, was the result of being influenced by 
the then Arab Spring Revolution, where the relationship here began 
to turn into another direction where one reconciliation brought them 
together was the overthrow of former President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh's regime. 
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Conflict between Houthi and Islah prior to the 2011 revolution 
was centred on Yemen's power and political balances, Houthi 
movement was active in areas of northern Yemen and demanded 
greater political representation and improvement of the economic 
and social situation of its followers. 

Houthi joined the 2011 revolution, whose name was the 
peaceful youth revolution, they declared their support for it 
motivated by the principle of exiting the unjust ruler of 
their Zaidi doctrine, apart from the vendetta motive, perhaps against 
the regime of former President Ali Abdullah Saleh, who fought 
them for six years’. 

Their conflict escalated after the overthrow of President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh in 2011, As relations between them strained, 
several armed conflicts erupted, exacerbating Yemen's political 
and security crisis, however, negotiations took place between the 
Government at the time and the MHouthi movement in 
subsequent years, Led to the signing of the Peace Agreement and 
national partnership in 2014, however, tensions continued and 
armed conflicts resurfaced in the following years, ultimately 
leading to the outbreak of the country's civil war in 2015!°. 

After the Yemeni revolution in 2011, many conflicts 
emerged in Yemen, among them is the conflict between the Houthi 
movement (Ansar Allah) and Yemeni Islah Party, Conflict began 
after Yemen's government, backed by Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates, accused the Houthi group of conspiring against the 
State and orchestrating violence, shortly after the Houthi group 


* Ibid, p 2387 
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stormed the capital Sana'a and took control of it 
in September 20141". 

The conflict between Houthi movement and the Islah Party was 
then rife, with Yemen's largest opposition party rejecting Houthi 
hegemony and embracing anti-Houthi, At the end of 2017, violent 
clashes took place between the Houthis and supporters of the Islah 
party in Sana'a and its suburbs, killing and injuring many people 
and displacing thousands of Yemenis!”. 

It is important to note that this conflict is not the 
only one in Yemen, there are other conflicts between the rival 
forces in Yemen, this further complicates Yemen's political and 
security situation. 


Section three: Political Rapprochement between Yemeni Islah 
party and Houthi movement 

History of cooperation and tension between the Reform Party 
and the Houthi movement in Yemen has witnessed continuous 
transformations over the past decades, there was close cooperation 
between the party and movement in the face of the former regime 
and the political transition in Yemen, but over time, the relationship 
between the parties began to tension and clash!*, some of Yemeni 
Islah party media supported Houthi intellectual rights and defamed 
and criticized former President Ali Abdullah Saleh's regime!*. 

From 2004 to 2010, There was close cooperation between 
Yemeni Islah party and Yemeni Government in the face of 
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the Houthi movement, the parties' cooperation was to form 
alliances and unite efforts to counter the Houthi movement. Over 
time, the Houthi movement became more cooperative with Yemeni 
Islah Party and other anti-regime alliances!>. 

However, the relationship between the party and the movement 
began to deteriorate in the following period, Disagreements and 
divergent interests have begun to emerge between the parties and 
tension has increased over many issues, including control of 
political and economic resources, power and ideology’®. 

As the conflict in Yemen continued, the relationship between 

the party and the movement evolved into a_ state of 
ongoing collision, Armed clashes and political tension between the 
two sides were part of Yemen's political landscape, While the 
parties continue to talk about cooperation and dialogue, Yemen's 
political arena has witnessed a marked convergence between 
Yemeni Islah party and Houthi movement in recent years, The 
reasons for this convergence are several important factors that have 
formed over time, are as follows": 
1- This convergence can be explained by the existence of a number 
of points common to the political agenda between the party and the 
Movement, despite previous differences between them, however, 
they share their desire for independence and social justice in 
Yemen, as stated in their statements and some research reports, this 
means that on some key issues there can be consensus and 
cooperation between them to achieve these common objectives. 
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'7 Ramon Blecua, (2015), “A revolution within the revolution: The 
Houthi movement and new political dynamics in Yemen”, Elcano 
Royal institute. Pp. 1-9 
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2- The political rapprochement between party and movement can 
be the result of the difficult political and economic 
conditions facing Yemen, In the light of the ongoing war and 
economic crisis, the political parties may find it necessary to 
cooperate and converge to address common challenges and find 
solutions to the problems of the Yemeni people. 

Moreover, the political rapprochement between party and 
movement may have regional and _ international dimensions, 
External interventions may seek to strengthen cooperation between 
Yemen's conflicting parties in order to achieve _ their 
strategic interests. 

The relationship between Yemeni Islah party and Houthi 
movement in Yemen is one of the most prominent political topics 
that attracts the attention of many, Analysing the internal and 
external factors that have led to the parties’ political rapprochement 
is therefore crucial. 

Internally, there can be several factors that have contributed to 
political convergence, among which may be similar political 
objectives and visions between party and movement, they may have 
common interests to cooperate towards, moreover, factors such as 
race and tribal affiliation may also have the effect of promoting 
such convergence. 

Externally, there can be other factors contributing to the 
political convergence between party and movement, there may be 
external interventions from regional or international forces seeking 
to strengthen that relationship in order to achieve their political or 
strategic interestsin the region, there may also be external 
interventions by other States that seek to limit one party's influence 
and strengthen the influence of the other. 

Political rapprochement between Yemeni Islah Party and 
Houthi movement in Yemen has a significant impact on Yemen's 
political and security situation, Yemen is characterized by a 
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complex political history and strong political competition between 
different parties, However, the political rapprochement between 
Yemeni Islah Party and Houthi movement is a_ significant 
development in Yemen's political arena. 

The importance of this convergence is focused on its impact on 
Yemen's political and security situation. At the political level, the 
convergence can enhance cooperation and dialogue between the 
various parties, this contributes to political stability in Yemen, and 
this convergence may also lead to the formation of strong political 
alliances and the consolidation of efforts to address 
important national issues. 

On the security front, the political rapprochement between 
Yemeni Islah Party and Houthi movement could reduce conflict 
and security tensions in Yemen. When the various parties are able 
to work together and reach political agreements, this may lead to a 
reduction of security tensions and increased stability in 
the disputed areas, however, it should also be noted that the actual 
impact of the political rapprochement between the Reform Party 
and the Houthi movement may be diverse and complex. 

The analysis of the future relationship between Yemeni Islah 
Party and Houthi movement in Yemen is an important topic worth 
studying in depth. Over the past years, the relationship between 
these two groups has witnessed significant developments, ranging 
from convergence, tension to even armed engagement. 

From the political level there seems to be some convergence in 
the positions of Yemeni Islah Party and Houthi Movement on some 
national and regional issues, some of the party's statements may 
indicate its willingness to negotiate with the Houthis a peaceful 
solution to the Yemeni crisis. At the same time, some statements by 
the Houthis may express their willingness to dialogue and negotiate 
with other political parties in Yemen, Socially, Yemenis suffer 
from insecurity and instability, high rates of crime and violence, the 
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political rapprochement between Yemeni Islah Party and Houthi 
movement may exacerbate these social problems. The political 
escalation could increase tensions and conflicts in society, and 
economically Yemen was experiencing a significant deterioration 
in the economic situation. Where various infrastructure and 
economic sectors have been damaged, the political rapprochement 
between Yemeni Islah Party and Houthi movement may affect 
economic stability, investment promotion and 
infrastructure development, this makes it more difficult to restore 
the Yemeni economy and improve citizens’ lives. 

However, we must bear in mind that there are several factors 
affecting the future relationship between Yemeni Islah Party 
and Houthi Movement, the issue of control over resources, strategic 
areas and political influence remains crucial in shaping 
this relationship. We must also take into account external 
interventions and regional forces affecting © Yemen's 
political dynamic. 


Conclusion 

After conducting the study and _ considering many 
information and data, we can draw several important conclusions 
that affect Yemen's political research and understand the political 
rapprochement between the Islah Party and the Houthi movement, 
are as follows: 
1- It is clear that there is a shift in the relationship of Yemeni Islah 
Party and the Houthi movement from objection and conflict to 
rapprochement and cooperation, this may be a strategic shift aimed 
at strengthening the belligerents' power vis-a-vis other powers or 
may be due to changes in the political agenda and 
common interests. 
2- It is noted that the political rapprochement between Yemeni 
Islah Party and the Houthi movement directly affects Yemen's 
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political dynamics, this could lead to the formation of new alliances 
or changes in the distribution of political forces. 

3- By examining this convergence, we can understand more about 
the motivations and interests of the warring parties in Yemen and 
how they are influenced by the transformations of political and 
economic reality, there may be internal and external factors 
affecting this relationship and constituting political alliances 
and trends in Yemen. 

After all, we must acknowledge that these conclusions may be 
principled and need further research and analysis to further clarify 
the relationship between the Yemeni Islah Party and the Houthi 
movement in Yemen. 


Recommendations: 

Research paper made the following recommendations, After 
the analysis of the political rapprochement between the Reform 
Party and the Houthi movement in Yemen, some important 
recommendations for the future and political development in 
Yemen were reached, and Political stability is vital for Yemen, and 
therefore the implementation of these recommendations may 
contribute to the strengthening of Yemen's national unity 
and internal peace: 

1- The need for a neutral and impartial political environment, and 
political efforts and government institutions must be 
independent and impartial, to ensure the distribution of justice and 
equality throughout Yemen, Democracy and respect for human 
rights must be strengthened and the political participation of all 
parties encouraged. 

2-Dialogue and understanding between the Yemeni Islah Party and 
the Houthi movement must be strengthened, there must be 
sustained efforts to promote trust and mutual understanding 
between the two sides, facilitate dialogue and negotiation to resolve 
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political differences and conflicts, whereby national dialogue 
committees can be established and bilateral meetings between 
political leaders strengthened to promote dialogue 
and understanding. 

3-International efforts must be strengthened to help achieve peace 
and stabilityin Yemen, The United Nations and _ International 
Organizations must play an active role in facilitating these efforts 
with realistic credibility that touches the ground in 
the Yemeni arena. 
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